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Airborne transmission of measles in a physician's office.

Abstract

An unu‘tual suthreak of measles occur'ed in 198?"1 B_[‘.ELEI.LIEIMEE"‘ MII“kBgDI'I l'-‘hch
Theee children, wha had amied 3 off ga after a 2
depaned, nmlugsﬂ measles. Usmg a mnuel hasod nn a:rmma transmi ssmn iLis asnma:ed that
1he index patient was prodicing 144 units of imfection (quanta) per minute whie in tha ofice.
Charactenstics such as coughing, ncreased warm air recirculabion, and low relative humidity may
have incraased the lkelhood of fransmission. Adequate immunizabion of all patients and staff,
raspiratory ssolation and promgk care of all suspected cases, and adequale fresh-ar ventilalion
should decrease the nsk of aitbome transmission of measles in this setting. Aibome transmission
may ocour more often than premousty suspected, a possibility that should be considered when
evaluating current meastes control stralegies.
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Public Health Training Portfolio
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